Risk of extraintestinal solid cancer with anti-TNF therapy in adults with inflammatory bowel disease: review of the literature.
With the increased use of anti-TNF therapy for both ulcerative colitis and Crohn's disease, there is serious concern about long term adverse events, especially malignancy. Recent data suggests that anti-TNF agents increase the risk of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma; however, there is limited evidence on the risk of solid tumors. Many patients have been exposed to other immunosuppressive therapies in the past making it difficult to discern the true risk of malignancy with TNF-alpha inhibitors alone. The purpose of this review is to discuss the risk of extra-intestinal solid cancer, excluding skin cancer, in adult inflammatory bowel disease patients exposed to anti-TNF agents.